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CanWe Be Relevant?

know about

|l dondt
working on at least five books that range from science fictionrdntitstgosgel studies to

you, but I am al ways
the |Iife of Nelson Mandela.) And, oread
Thanks to the growing popularity of aud
phones on walks with one of the dogs. Podcasts count!

One genre of literature thaehgaged over the Chrisirasvy - Year 6 s br eak
of literature looking at the state of the Christian Church in the West. For the last 1700 ye
Church has occupied a place of privilege in the West be it an established church (unitec
ment), an immensely powerful social phenomenon, or both. Contemporary scholars bot
and noi€hristian alike agree that the West is enteringdhadtastera. Christianity is in de-
cline. Just ask the bloggers, academicians and podcasters. They will tell you that the Cl
is no longer as Christian as it once was.

The literature that is being written to both explain and confront the challenGéastean Pos
moment is cacophonous and disorienting. Some believe our buildings, music, pulpits ar
irrelevant to the challenge of the moment. These priests, pastors and pundits would ren
worship experience of the church to resemble a TED talk or town meeting. Others woul
work of parishes and their people be solely dedicated to eliciting political change that wi
the Reign of God. What all of these divergent voices seem to agree on is that church is
local or national levels. Call me a contrarian, but | respectfully disagree with both diagnc

edy.

The one saving grace of my reading was a little bobkee@titlezdh According to Paul: Redis
the Community Conformedap @hrisimes Thompson. In this wonderful little book, Thomy
critically engages the divergent voices of the Western Church through the lens of St. P
finds remar kabl e c u-Chrigtian avdrld ana oun f&isgstiab mdment e
focusing the reader on the radical theological presuppositions of Paul: God loves huma
expressed that | ove in Christ, and God
ries of class, sex, race and social condition into a faithful community of love, faith and h
Thompson, this was Paul 0 s-Chiistianrwdrid ang thedRod s
Christian Church would do well to consider it.

remar k a{huech falkf conénsi-h

Thompsonds book was a

Continued on next page
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Are We Relevant? Continued from page 1

ally ask me about the relevance of the Church for this new generation, and I find myself reflexively moving tow

the technical solutions of programs and curricul e
caught me up short. St. Paul never worries about programs or relevance in his letters. Whether the communit
at Ephesus or Rome, the Good News of Gododés | ove f
tarian call across dividing lines of human making were inescapably and transformationally relevant. The comn
formed out of Paul ds Gospel were challenged by tF
reigning them in from time to time too! ) But, P e
continually seeking to | ove and serve one another
participate in Godds call to all creation. What &

And so, | spent my vacation thinking and praying for those of us who call the Redeemer our spiritual home. W
not immune to the tectonic social changes of our world. We too must consider the question of relevance and c
PostChristian age. But let us not begin our conversation by defaulting to programmatic or technical fixes. Let L

begin by trying to fix a o0brokendé Church. I nsteac
vision for the Church. Let us move to become the Church mor20lyeams it has thrived on account of
Godds |l ove, | dondét think Godds done with us yet.

b
//"
/ /7, /
L |-
:f/://% (

Sunday Morning Bible Study with Mike
What is the Church?

Have you ever stopped to ask yourself this question? Amidst the
hustle and bustle of Sunday mornings with wrestling kjds into th
car, filling out a pledge card, or committing to a commiftee, have
you ever stopped to ask the question, "What is the Church?"

For the new year, the Sunday morning Bible Study will wrestle with that question thfough the
St. Paul's letters. Starting with the earliest Christian text, 1 Thessalonians, we will Igok at whe
early church thought itself to be. We'll see if there are contemporary parallels for us|to consid
Come join us for learning and fellowship!

9:00 am in the Old Parish HouseSundays
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The Assi stant Rect

Epiphany is here. | am always relieved and strangely encouraged when | remember that there is a spec
that comes after Christmas, because no matter how thoroughly wonderful or occasionally disappointing my actt
Christmas may be in a given year, it is never enough. The house empties out, the recycling truck has departed,
have been removed from the altar and in Massachusetts it is still going to be winter for a long while. Tteng neec
that answers o0and then what?0

This year | came across a very striking painting by a French artist named Luc Oliver Merson. The paintir
Joseph and Jesus resting during their flight into Egypt. The Gospel of Matthew tells us that when the wike men
inform Herod about the whereabouts of the newly b
under the age of two should be killed in the area around Bethlehem. Joseph was warned about this in a dream
Mary and Jesus went into Egypt until Herod died.

There are several arresting features of the painting. The family is in the desert, a barren almost ligeless |
a few brownish twigs along the bottom. It is dark, no stars. There is a very small fire, just a tiny bladmré¢hat will ¢
dawn. There is absolutely nothing hospitable in this desolate place except, strangely for the stone spdins in wh
the virgin is slumped asleep holding her radiant son. The sphinx becomes an unexpected sheltering plaue for e
her baby. I n fact, the sphinxds chiseled face is

| suppose there can be many ways to understand this painting. You can see it for yourself at the MFA. |
to the fact that all creation has a longing for the love made known in Jesus Christ. The wisdom and powér of th
ly was pointing toward this extraordinary moment when God would dwell among us, full of grace and truth.

Luc Oliver Merson, French, 13%) Rest on the Flight into Egypt / 4
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From the Wardens
Steve Mead and Nina Moriarty

Fellow Parishioners,

This yeard6s Advent Season brought to a cl ose a
begi ns, 100 years after the consecration of our
continues to be a welcoming community dedicated to its Mission Statement penned at a Vestry retreat 25

OA parish of the Episcopal Church, the Opeur ch o
through worship, fellowship, education and seryv

At the December Vestry meeting, the 2015 operating budget was approved. The Finance Policy and Per
tee began the budget process in October and provided regular updates to Vestry throughout the fall. All s
are being reviewed and brought up to date. The
ber. The Nominating Committee presented the Vestry with the slate of lay leaders to be presented at the
2015 annual meeting.

The 2015 budget of $1,062,000 is up less than 1% from 2014. It meets the objectives of allocating resourc
growth, reducing dependence on the endowment, and prededieg/actihcreases in compensation (including
retirement and health benefits) to individual staff members. The budget provides for the eventual hiring of
Church School Director following Sarah All ends

| eadership the Redeemer 0 s -tifedinedta g neSdedto ranl anddavslop eutr p
program.

In 2015, 27% of the budget or $288,000 will come from the draw from the endowment. This is a decrease

$333,000 or 31% of the budget in 2014. This improvement is a function of the projected increase in stewe
$50,000 to $700,000, which covers 66% of the budget versus 61% in 2014. As of early December 2015 s
stood at $668,700 from 196 pledges with a further 25 to 30 pledges expected over the next month or two.
this news moves our revenue for operating expenses in the right direction, reducing the portion of the bud
for by the endowment to a financially sustainable 20% will require more pledges. The endowment draw c
gap in the operating budget and a $50,000 capital budget. It had exceeded the 4% guideline during the ir
but is projected as 4% in 2015. Aligning the financial resources with the greater purpose of bringing more
life centered on Christ is a challenged for all churches.

Britt Lee reported that both attendance at the Christmas Market and the total funds raised through the Sile
Auctions and commi ssions from the venders were
funds for Mission and Outreach apart from the Diocesan Assessment ($122,000) and the Christmas and E
The Church Service League through the Christmas Market and Angels for Outreach raises $70,000 annuz
our Mission Partners.

We extend our best wishes for the New Year and remain your servants in Christ.

Srove Mead Plpio Qrssns WALRATE
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WARRANTFORTHE
ANNUALMEETING

OF THE PARISHOF THE CHURCH
OF THEREDEEMER

Notice is hereby given that the Annual Meeting of the Parish of the
Church of the Redeemer, Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts will be held
in the church on February 8, 2015 at 11:15 A.M.

This meeting is called in accordance with the requirements of the

Amended Constitution and ByLaws, for the purpose of

(a) Receiving and acting upon the report of the Nominating
Committee;

(b) Receiving the reports of the Rector, Treasurer, Parish
Organizations and Committees; and any other matters which
may properly come before the meeting.

2, (\%y:/ George Raine
\\
| Clerk
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Vestry Nominations

that we received from our Clergy and Wardens.

In preparing the following slate, we sought candidates who reflect the growing diversity of our church butmeh@ alsepghad in
commitment to Redeemer and to their faith as Christians. The following candidates have given their timeharath @ewbtion t

Page 7

Report from the Nominating Committee

Each year, the three Vestry members rotating off after their four year terms are asked to form a comnittesdosselectgheir
with proposed candidates for leadership positions opening in the church. This year, Michael Aylward, Meg&jill&angoson ¢
together with lay members Lisa Farber, Ed Maynard, Brady Millican and Steve Mead met throughout November and earl
identify appropriate candidates. We were aided in this process by submissions that dozens of parishiongnstprioyided to u

we are confident that they will provide the leadership that Redeemer needs in the years to come:

January 201°¢

Junior Warden

Vestry

Diocesan Delegate

sDiocesan Alternative

Deanery Representatives

Nina Moriarty

Logan Chandler

Catherine Brigham

Pam Awtrey

Karine Alexander

Laura Hindermann

Greer Candler

Candy Haydock

Judy Ouland

Carol Post Pfaelzer

Carolyn Thayer Ros

Nina Moriarty
Junior Warden, 4 year term

Nina Moriarty has been a member of the parish of the Church of the Redeemer since movir
Chestnut Hill from Cambridge in 1977.

She has served and chaired the Sunday School Committee and the Church Sewcheeréedgecandtoms

Market. Nina has taught several Sunday school classes, including the Confirmation class. She served on th
mittee and has been a Diocesan Delegate. A member of the Altar Guild since 1993, she was its treasurer fr
2012. By profession, Nina teaches Art History. Her research comprises later medieval manuscript illuminati
has a special interest in Christian art. Nina is a trustee of the College of the Atlantic, a governor of the Scho
seum of Fine Arts and an avid visitor to the Department of Prints and Drawings at the Museum of Fine Arts.
a trustee of the Boston Theological Institute, the National Cathedral Association of the Washington Nationa

Concord Academy and the Park School.

Nina is married to Marshall Moriarty, a retired partner of the law firm Ropes and Gray. Their greatest pleast

spent with their children and grandchildren. In addition, Nina enjoys gardening, reading and cooking.

REMINDER

Signed Committee Reports for the Annual Meeting are due January 16, 2

015.
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Logan Chandler
Vestry, 4 year term

Logan Chandler, a member of the parish since 2009, has taught in the Sunday School and s
most recent rector search committee. Logan is a partner at Schaffer Consulting, where he s
in working with organizations to develop and execute strategic growth plans. He has a BA ir
- Studies from the University of Pennsylvania, a JD from Northwestern University School of Lé
MBA from the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania. He is married to Nanette, who has been acti
Christmas Market. Together they are the parents of Emerson (15), who was confirmed last year and Juliette (:
this yeards confirmation cl ass. Logan and Nanet't

S5 Laura Hindermann
(| Vestry, 4 year term

Laura and her family have been attending the Redeemer for more than 7 years. She has beel
| School teacher has assisted with the Christmas Pageant for the past several years, as her ch
| and Curtis have come up through the Sunday School program. Laura is an elementary school
' Newman Elementary School in Needham and serves on the Board of the Needham Educatior
'tion. Before her earning her Master of Arts in Teaching from Simmons College in 2008 and er
field of education, Laura worked in public relations and corporate communications. A Russian Studies major fr
College, she also has worked as a consultant for international trade companies and still enjoys usingilher Russ
when the opportunity arises. Laura, her husband Tyler, and two children live in Wast&Ragpteygiates the spir-
itual enrichment the Redeemer has given her family through worship, music, and acolyte service, and looks for
ing on the Vestry.

Jd Carol Post Pfaelzer
Vestry, 4 year term

Raised in Chappaqua, N.Y., | have lived in New Haven, Chapel Hill and Washington, DC. Th
of the Redeemer became my church in 1974 where my children attended Sunday school anc
tivities. One granddaughter, Dariana Post
group, the outreach committee, movie night, pastoral care and the elderly group and a memt
altar guild, I wish to continue welcoming new visitors to our fellowship in the church and am
ly interested in future programs for our children. Interests include reading, antiquing for tea c
and skyping with my three grandchildren.
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Carolyn Thayer Ross

! Vestry, 4 year term

- ¥ - -t

"ti Carolyn, her husband, Bill Codinha and their two daughters, Cotton and Sasha joined the Red

\ 5# f about 20 years ago, when they moved from Beacon Hill and Trinity Church to their old farm hol

¥ Brookline. Their daughter Sasha introduced them to the Redeemer through the Sunday Schoc

daughters now reside in New York City but return to the Redeemer for Easter and Christmas.
Carolynodés first volunteer involvement at
Chair (and served on the est@ffigiand for the past few years, has been the Altar Guild Treasurer. Among other
unteer stints at the Redeemer, Cartdyrghbconfirmation class for three years and during two of those years, ran F
deemer yard sales to raise funds for mission trips. She has chaperoned a mission trip to Cuba with Redeemer, ¢
and St. Johnds of Hingham teens. She volunteers a
Carolyn has chaired the Redeemer Nominating Committeeci&ieetiathedRedeemer Stewardship campaigns for
the past two years with Chuck Farber and Dan McCarthy. Carolyn graduated from the University of Pennsylvanie
ton College Law School. She was a litigator and then general counsel to a public company. She has retired fror
of law but continues to serve on sevaradfiidioards, including the Massachusetts Society for Prevention of Cruelty
Animals. She is involved with the Chestnut Hill Garden Club, the Brookline Garden Club, and the Beacon Hill Cii
Charity, plays lots of tennis and some not very good golf.

Catherine Brigham
Diocesan Delegate, 1 year term

| am a native of the Netherlands and my late husband Day and | have been members of the Red
since 1968. We had three sons who all grew up in the church and served as acolytes and server:
sent | am a member of the Altar Guild and an occasional usher. | grew up in the Dutch Reformed
and my husband was a Congregationalist but since we lived across from the Church we decide
come Episcopalians. It has been a wonderful and rewarding association. Professionally | was a
Spanish teacher at Natick High School trekking out early in the morning for 25 years.( | got an MA from Boston C
ter | saw the students go by my house to their classes and decided to join them.) My hobbies are tennis, gardenir
ing. | also have a new puppy which keeps me on my toes. | am very excited to serve as a delegate at the Conver
learn more than | ever would want to know!

Greer Candler
Diocesan Delegate, 1 year term

Greer Candler has been a member of the Church of the Redeemer since 2011 when Dorsey off
the marriage of her daughter. In 2009 she moved to Boston from Grand Rapids, MI where she <
on the Vestry and the Endowment Fund Commi
and portfolio manager at the Boston Family Office. She is a graduate of Trinity College, Hartforc
and is a CFA charterholder. She serves as Treasurer of the Beacon Hill Circle for Charity. Her d
and soeim-law, Claire and Jesse Minneman live in Marion, MA and herson Reed Lerchen is a recent graduate of L
Bleu in Paris. She lives in Beacon Hill with two black labs, Eloise and Aspen.
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Pam Awtrey
Diocesan Alternate Delegate, 1 year term

Pam Awtrey has been a member of the Church of the Redeeiniee fgedhsithe is a member of
the Altar Guild and the Pastoral care Committee. She also serves with the Church Service Le
- | among things, she volunteers annually with the Christmas Market.

Candy Haydock
Diocesan Alternate Delegate, 1 year term

Candy Haydock has been a member of the parish for nearly 30 years. Her four children, n
29, 26 and 24 were all confirmed at the Church of the Redeemer. Candy has been a mem
Church Service League, a Sunday School teacher and a Christmas Market Volunteer. She
now with golf, gardening, yoga, Chinese brush painting and her Welsh Terrier, Max. She ¢
serving as a member of the Corporation at the Perkins School for the Blind.

w;-' 'I'v;'

. Karine Alexander
~  Deanery Representative, 1 year term

~ Karine has been with the Redeemer since 2001 when she moved into the area with her ht
and children Lukas and Caroline, both now telkaageraias born and raised a Roman Catho-
= lic, joined the Presbyterian church as a young adult, when she married into a Lutheran far
/ - Methodist church, and has found a home here in theipiskopals background sets the
. tone for an open mind to many ideas about the church, religion, and the faithful in the chul
touched by the Charles River Deanery.

Fapaisi oot N

- |

Judy Ouland
Deanery Representative, 1 year term

¥ This is Judy's 50th year of teaching high school, and she still can't think of anything she w
do and so she doesndét retire. Judy began
After 7 years, she left Kenya to teach at The Stony Brook School in NY where she was a t
: s school administrator and teacher for 34 years. Currently, she teaches Humanities 9 and A

2k /ﬂ' History at Boston Trinity Academy. Judy loves to travel especially with teenagers, and she
- ~ 41 countries. For the past 4 summers, she has brought students to Nepal to work at a sch
bl ed children. an orphanage, and a widowsd® schoo
ing, cooking, and playing trains with Findlay Peteet, her grand nephew. She has been attending the Redeem
to Boston 5 years ago.
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Sunday School News

From the Sunday School Director January News 2015
Sarah Allen

We celebrated the Epiphany during Sunday school on January 4 ™ As the Frankin-
cense/Myrrh incense was wafting through the air, we were delighted to see a full créche on the
Chapel altar as the wise men finally found their way to the stable after 6 weeks of travelling from
the farthest point in the Old Parish House. We sang We Three Kings and each class enjoyed a
.LQJ-V &DNH ZLWK D KLGGHQ EDE\ -HVXV LQVLGH

January Calendar:

11 9:45 Sunday School
18 9:45 Sunday School
25 10:00 All Parish Eucharist

Here are a few pictures of the beautiful Pageant! We need to thank all who participated in this

joyful gift of Song and Story. The readers spoke so well from the pulpit and the memorized lines

of the players were delivered with resounding confidence. The angels proclaimed the glory with

smiles and grace; the shepherds shouted with glee on their way to Bethlehem taking care of their

IX]]\ ODPEV WKH GRQNH\ VWD\HG FORVH WR 0ODU\:V VLGH D FRZ EH
chaotic rehearsal only to be assured that he could still be a cow next year!! A beautiful new star

ZDV SURXGO\ KHOG KLJK DQG WKH FDPHO« WKH IDEXORXV EURWKH!
QHYHU EHIRUH« ,W ZDV DQ KRQRXU DQG D EOHVVLQJ WR EH RQFH C
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