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Redeemer News  

Faith in God, our companionship with Jesus, and the ever present Holy Spirit guide us in times 
of transition. The school year has ended for some of you and for others will end this month; 
summer plans are underway, and in your parish there are many exciting transitions. 

Congratulations to the Rector Search Committee, the Vestry, and to all of you in this parish for 
all the patience, prayer and hard work that was represented by the presentation, parish vote 
and call of your new Rector, The Reverend Mike Dangelo. His call as your next Rector ushers 
in an exciting new chapter in your life as a parish, and is an answer to your prayers over the 
past 18 months of this Interim period. 

It also signals a transition in our life together. As your Interim Rector I have taken you into my 
prayers and heart for the past 18 months. Thank you for this season together, and for all that I 
have learned from you and your parish leaders. We will have until the end of June to say our 
good byes, as my final Sunday will be June 29th. I know many of you will be off to your summer 
plans by then, so allow me to offer my gratitude to each of you in the parish for my time with 
you as priest and Interim Rector. 

This fall I will be a Proctor Scholar at the Episcopal Divinity School with time to write (with 
Bishop Shaw as much as he is able to participate) on our project at St. Maryõs and St. Markõs in 
Dorchester. Thank you for the generosity of your Easter offering for St. Maryõs as they embark 
on the renovation and opening of a new day care center. This will allow them to create a vitally 
needed space for children, as well as provide a necessary revenue source for the parish, em-
powering them to work toward the financial independence which is their goal. My hope in the 
years to come is that you will be able to engage personally with the people that make up the 
parish community of St. Maryõs on Jones Hill in Dorchester. They are a wonderful, vibrant 
parish. 

May God Bless each of you in the next chapter of your life together. Thank you for welcoming 
me to your parish and for the last 18 months we have shared together. 

 

 

 

 

From the Interim Rectorõs Desk: 

The Rev. Cathy Hagstrom George 
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The Assistant Rectorõs Corner 

The Rev. Margery Kennelly 

Saturday the 10th of May was a big day at Christ Church in Needham.  Over seven hundred people at-
tended a service of Confirmation in a Church whose sanctuary holds two hundred.  Amongst those seven 
hundred were our fourteen confirmands.  I have to admit that many, myself included, were a bit nervous 
about how these numbers would work out. Of course, the fact is that vast numbers have a very biblical 
ring.  The gospel was originally preached to multitudes that spilled out over hillsides for days at a time, not 
congregations who fit neatly into pews.  Since that Confirmation day, I have heard so many speak to the 
power of seeing all our young people assembled under one roof.     

I was very proud of our confirmands who all articulated that this response toward a life of faith was ulti-
mately a choice that they had made freely.  God is at work in the faith lives of our children here at Church 
of the Redeemer. Thank you, vestry, for your prayers for these young people as they have moved through 
this year. 

Youth Sunday was a glorious morning, thanks to the participation of our Youth Assistants, and to the con-
tributions of our childrenõs choir and Hana Delagorete, who offered her beautiful gift of music to our wor-
ship.  I want to also thank our organist and choir director, Michael Murray, who played for the service. 

We are finalizing plans for our Youth Mission Trip to New Orleans in July.  We will be partnering with 
the Rev. Marc Eames from Church of the Advent Medfield and with St Stephenõs Church.  We are excited 
to continue this work that demonstrates Godõs loving faithfulness in a place that knows what it is to feel 
overlooked and forgotten. 

Finally, it is not too late for Youth to sign up for the weekend retreat June 20-22 in Northeast Harbor, 
Maine, this June.  Please contact Cate Jones, chrisandcatiejones@gmail.com for details! 
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A marshmallow roast at the Awake Retreat for the Confirmands 
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Preparing for Midnight Mass 

The group takes a candlelight tour of the Church of the Adventõs (Boston) crypt. 
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From the Wardens  

Steve Mead and Nina Moriarty  

On May 4th the parish voted to call the Reverend Mike Dangelo to be the 13th Rector of the Church of 
the Redeemer.  At the Vestry meeting on May 13, we could report that the official call of Mike to be 
our rector had been announced earlier that day. At that meeting, the Vestry hosted both Graeme 
Mills, Head of the Chris Jones Discernment Committee for the Priesthood, and the Reverend Marc 
Eames, former assistant Rector at the Redeemer and Chrisõs sponsoring priest.  Both reported on the 
work of the committee with Chris and recommended his application to become a postulant. After 
talking to Chris and reviewing the report, the Vestry unanimously and enthusiastically agreed to sup-
port Chrisõs application.  Chris has become a beloved and highly respected member of the Redeemer 
community.  He has served as a member of the rector search committee, he has been a leader of the 
confirmation class and is actively involved with the Redeemerõs youth. Parishes sponsoring a postulant 
are recommended to provide up to $10,000 in annual financial support.  Vestry felt developing future 
leadership of the church is a critical part of our Christian mission and a necessary use of its resources. 
The Redeemer currently supports Zach Brooks in his Postulancy. 

Aaron Dunn, Assistant Treasurer represented the FPPC and the Wardens reviewed for the Vestry the 
financial terms of our Covenant of Ministry, i.e., the letter agreement between a rector and a parish.  
Owing to offsetting budgetary benefits from various staff changes and unspent funds in the 2014 
Search Budget sufficient to cover the cost of Mikeõs move from Texas, no change in the overall 2014 
budget was necessary.  Mikeõs compensation will be slightly above the current level for rector com-
pensation at the Redeemer.  His Total Clergy Compensation that includes utilities and housing reflects 
a higher cost of living and compares favorably with salaries for rectors in similar parishes in the dio-
cese of Massachusetts.  Cathyõs last day of employment will be July 31 and Mikeõs first day of employ-
ment will be August 1.  Cathy will move out of the rectory at the end of June. After a few minor re-
pairs, the rectory will be ready for the Dangeloõs moving in late July. 

Plans for expressing the Redeemerõs gratitude to Cathy include recognition from the Sunday School at 
the June 1 parish picnic.  A dinner for Cathy, family staff and vestry will be held June 15th and a final 
farewell coffee hour is planned for Sunday June 29th , Cathyõs last Sunday as our interim priest.  The 
Vestry approved the solicitation of a departing purse for Cathy. 

Britt Lee will assume the role of Church Service League chair in June and thus become an ex-officio 
member of the Vestry. She will relinquish her position as an elected member of the Vestry with a 
term expiring in February 2017.  Britt replaces Lisa Farber who has led the CSL so ably for the last 
two years.  The Vestry expressed its appreciation for Lisaõs hard work and dedicated service.   

The CSL and the Christmas Market raise most of the funds that go to the Redeemerõs Mission and 
Outreach.  This year the Mission and Outreach budget to be distributed in June will exceed $60,000 
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From the Wardens  

Steve Mead and Nina Moriarty  (up from roughly $40,000) made possible by the introduction of Angels for Outreach and an-
other very successful Christmas Market.   

The Vestry recommended that the Nominating Committee to be formed in the fall to nomi-
nate three parishioners to serve the regular four-year terms and one parishioner to serve out 
the remaining two years of the vacancy created by Brittõs new position. 

Nina Moriarty, a member of the Organ Committee which has spent almost two years evaluat-
ing the condition of the current Noack Organ, provided a brief update.  Charlie Kline has re-
cently stepped down as committee chair as he no longer feels that he can dedicate the time re-
quired to lead the committee through the next phase. The structural threat to the wind chest 
has been stabilized for the moment, but it has been determined that the current organ contin-
ues to deteriorate and it is probable that repairing it will not be a cost-effective option. Re-
cently, Michael Murray has had to resort to silencing pipes, which has left the organ playable, 
but not at the quality required by the groups that pay to rent the Redeemer for recording mu-
sic in which the organ is the major instrument.   

The committee will consider the option of replacing the organ with either a new or used or-
gan. This will require further evaluation and the eventual raising of over 1 million dollars 
through a capital campaign.  The Organ Committee will be reconstituted under new leader-
ship over the summer. 

It was also reported that Sarah Allen will continue through September as the Director of Sun-
day School. While the search for a new director continues, Sarahõs remaining in her position 
will insure that preparations for the fall can continue uninterrupted during the summer months 
when planning and teacher recruiting take place. 

The Redeemer is blessed by its clergy, staff and lay leadership. As we take stock of all that has 
been accomplished this last program year, it impossible to find the words that adequately ex-
press our gratitude and appreciation to the many people who dedicate their time to supporting 
all aspects of our church life. 
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It is with great joy that we submit this final report on behalf of the Rector Search Committee.  For months, 

we have been telling you that we were continuing our search and for months you have patiently prayed for 

us and waited for results.  Those prayers have now been answered.  On May 4th, the parish voted over-

whelmingly to accept our recommendation that the Rev. Michael Dangelo be called to be our new rector.   

Mike will move into the Rectory and assume his duties as Rector of the Church of the Redeemer effective 

August 1st. 

The members of our committee learned a great deal about this parish in the course of our search.  We also 

learned a great deal about each other and our shared love for this parish.   As co-chairs, we salute and thank 

Logan Chandler, Lucinda Doran Johnson, Chris Jones, Fernande Raine, Dick Tucker, and Leslie Williams 

along with our ex officio members Steve Mead and Nina Moriarty for their extraordinary commitment of 

time and effort, their devotion to this parish and the task that they were given, and their willingness to hear 

each otherõs voices, consider each otherõs opinions and work together to build consensus. 

We also wish to thank our spouses and families for their patience and their discretion in giving us the space 

we needed to carry out this work.   Many was the week that we disappeared for Sunday night meetings or 

flew out of town to interview candidates without being able to tell them what we were doing or how the 

search was progressing.  Their support was vital in making our participation in this process possible.   

In the final analysis, we are confident that your prayers and support have helped us to find a great and inspir-

ing priest who will lead our church to a new level of community and spirituality.  We disband with joy and 

relief and all good wishes but mostly with thanks to God. 

                                                                         ñMichael Aylward and Suzy Westcott, co-chairs. 

We Welcome the Church of  the Redeemer's New Rector 
The Reverend Michael B. Dangelo   

Prior to being called as Rector of the Church of the Redeemer, the Reverend 

Michael Dangelo served as Chaplain at St. Mark's School of Texas in Dallas and 

as Sunday Associate at Saint Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church. 

 

Previously, Mike had served as Rector of St. Paul's Episcopal Church in Lynn-

field, Massachusetts and Dean of the Mystic Valley Deanery.  From 2004 to 

2008, he was Associate Rector for Congregational Growth at Trinity Church in 

Boston.  He earned his Bachelor of Arts degree from Wheaton College in Illi-

nois, his Master of Divinity degree from Yale Divinity School, and a diploma in 

Anglican Studies from Berkeley Divinity School at Yale University.  

 

In 2000, Mike married his wife, Faye, who has a PhD in Theology from Har-

vard, and in the fall of 2014, will be a post-doctorate fellow in Theology at Harvard Divinity School.  To-

gether, they have a daughter named Suzannah, who was born in 2007. Mike and his family will be moving to 

Chestnut Hill at the beginning of August and their first Sunday with us will be August 3rd.  

A Letter from the Chairs of  the Search Committee 
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We Welcome the Church of  the Redeemer's New Rector 
The Reverend Michael B. Dangelo   

Dear Members and Friends of the Church of the Redeemer, 

It is with great joy and gracious thanks that I write to accept Godõs call to become the next rector of the 
Church of the Redeemer. For the last many months, you have sought Godõs guidance in your search. 
Thank you for your prayerful and patient discernment. Faye, Suzannah, and I are thrilled that God has 
called us to join a dynamic and faithful parish dedicated to Christõs work in Eastern Massachusetts and the 
wider world. 

My first in-depth introduction to the Redeemer came in the form of your parish profile. It described a 
parish searching for a priestly partner in prayer, in worship, and in mission for the world that God loves. 
It was an inspiring document that demonstrated a keen desire to move from strength to strength. I was 
intrigued and excited by that kind of parish.  

Curiosity and excitement were confirmed in my conversations with the Search Committee, Vestry and 
staff. They spoke passionately about the dedicated lay and clergy who have labored together faithfully over 
these last months of transition. Ministries have thrived, preaching has inspired, music has blessed and 
myriad conversations and prayers have been offered for the Redeemerõs continued work and life in the 
name of Jesus Christ.  

I would like to thank all of the members of the Search Committee, Vestry and staff for their prayerful per-
severance. I would especially like to thank the Reverend Cathy Hagstrom George for her steady presence 
and faithful work. The warmth, generosity of spirit, and love of the Church of the Redeemer they have all 
shown deeply energized my prayer and discernment. 

Our partnership in the ministry of òBringing all people to Christ, and bringing Christ to all peopleó begins 
on Sunday, August 3rd. I humbly ask for your continued prayers as Faye, Suzannah and I say fond fare-
wells to friends and family in Dallas. I will continue to pray for you daily as I have throughout these last 
months. May God bring us together soon for the holy work for which we have all been called. 

In Christ, 

 

 

Mike 

A Letter from Mike Dangelo 



 

 

Page  8    June 2014  

Formation Redeemer News 

Sunday School News  
From the Sunday School Director 

Sarah Allen 

Sunday School News - June 2014 

We had a glorious May! The annual Walk for Hunger Food Drive for the Centre Street Food Pantry 
was a bigger success this year because of the generosity of our Redeemer neighbors.  We left bags 
�D�W���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�V�·���K�R�X�V�H�V���D�Q�G���D�V�N�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���I�L�O�O���W�K�H�P���Z�L�W�K���Q�R�Q-perishable food and place the bag out-
side their front door on the following Sunday morning by 10 am.  Our Sunday School children then 
canvassed the neighborhood with wagons in tow, collecting brimming bags of food. There were 
many trips back and forth as wagons needed to be emptied and then back out to collect more. It 
was a scavenger hunt of sorts for a very worthy cause.  The children were thrilled as we delivered 
35 bags plus a generous check to the Pantry.  

We had the last of a 3 dinner series with The Pre -Confirmation Class. These 7 th  graders are raring 
to begin their Confirmation Year in September as the conversations and questions are flowing.  

May 11th  �Z�D�V�� �0�R�W�K�H�U�·�V�� �G�D�\�� �D�Q�G�� �R�X�U�� �R�Q�O�\�� �6�X�Q�G�D�\�� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�� �O�H�V�V�R�Q�� �S�O�D�Q�� �L�Q�� �0�D�\���� �:�H�� �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�G�� �D�Q�� �R�Y�H�U��
view of Women in the Bible and the important role that they play in history.  There was a painting 
and planting project in the St. Francis garden and Redeemer mothers all received a beautiful pot-
�W�H�G�� �S�O�D�Q�W���� �+�X�J�H�� �W�K�D�Q�N�V�� �J�R�H�V�� �R�X�W�� �W�R�� �W�K�R�V�H�� �P�R�W�K�H�U�V�� �Z�K�R�� �Z�R�U�N�H�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �P�R�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�� �6�X�Q�G�D�\�� �6�F�K�R�R�O�«
Teresa Chope, Laura Hindermann, Leslie Williams, and Meredith Dunn as there was a lot of dirt 
and paint everywhere!!!  

Youth Sunday was a wonderful celebration of our youth! Thanks to 3 adults, Margery, Michael 
Murray, and Dick Tucker who made it all work out beautifully.  

We are so proud of our senior 
preacher, Elizabeth Brewster and 
Bravo to all the Youth Assistants, 
readers and ushers who partici-
pated in the service.   

Hope we see everyone in Sunday 
School on June 1 st .  We will have 
our last Chapel and Class to-
�J�H�W�K�H�U���D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q���M�R�L�Q���X�V���I�R�U���D���´�%�L�J��
�7�K�D�Q�N���<�R�X���W�R���&�D�W�K�\���*�H�R�U�J�H�µ���S�L�F��
nic!  

Blessings to one and all,  

 

 


