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Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!
Yet, thank you does not feel adequate enough.
It is difficult to express the immense appreciation and gratitude we
feel for the generosity and contributions of the Redeemer
community to the Strategic Ministries Committee (SMC) and its
mission partners. Since the COVID-19 pandemic began, we have
asked so much of you:
Financial contributions to support FUEL and Boston families in
need
Help shopping, packing, and delivering for FUEL
Sandwich making, snacks, socks and more for Common
Cathedral
You have always generously responded, and as the pandemic has
dragged on we’ve been overwhelmed by your continued generosity
and ingenuity.
Last weekend members of the Church Service League (CSL)
organized an amazing VIRTUAL Christmas Market & Auction —
sustaining a 50 year tradition, creating a wonderful fellowship
experience, and raising important funds for Redeemer’s mission
partners. You can view the 1-2 minute videos on each of SMC’s
mission partners (created by SMC members) that premiered during
the Christmas Cocktails & Auction on Friday night HERE. Over the
past ten years the CSL has contributed over $700,000 to

past ten years the CSL has contributed over $700,000 to
Redeemer’s outreach activities, and while the final numbers for this
year’s Christmas Market are still being calculated we know that
$18,900 was donated to SMC’s mission partners via Angels for
Outreach BEFORE the auction even began!! WOW!! The total to date
has grown to over $24,000. We are blown away again by your
generosity. Thank you to all CSL members who worked so hard to make
this possible!

Youth Ministries and Redeemer families have also been generously
supporting SMC’s activities and mission partners. This month Barrie
Rose is collecting FUEL donations as offerings at the candlelight
Advent Evening Parties on Sunday evenings, AND working with
members of Redeemer’s St Stephen’s Youth Programs (SSYP) team
to continue the annual SSYP Winter Wonderland Party — virtually.
They are contributing to baking cookies, assembling “Winter
Wonderland Boxes” with party supplies, and organizing a Zoom
event to party with our SSYP friends. We are so grateful to all the
adults and youth so committed to serving our neighbors with their
time and talents! You can help too — see below.
This year’s Christmas Offering will go towards a Redeemer
homegrown effort, RUMI: Rental, Utilities, Mortgage Initiative,
to gather funds earmarked explicitly for rental, utility (heat and
electricity) and mortgage assistance for families affiliated with our
partners in Dorchester and the South End. These families face
increasing pressures as the pandemic continues and its economic
consequences deepen. SMC will work closely with John Finley and
Tim Crellin to make sure families in need get the help they need in a
timely and substantive manner. We ask that you prayerfully consider
making a gift and sharing this opportunity with friends and family
who may also want to help others.
Here is the Redeemer’s GIVING PORTAL which can be shared with
anyone looking to make donations: simply scroll down to "Christmas
offering - RUMI," enter an amount and email. They will then receive
a donation receipt. Also, if you would still like to donate to Angels for
Outreach you can use the same GIVING PORTAL and under “Select a
fund” choose one of the Angels options or simply mail a check to
Redeemer indicating which partner(s) you'd like to support.

There are many ways to help and support our neighbors as detailed
below, including opportunities to bring some holiday cheer.
SMC's work would not be possible without the generous contribution

of your time, talents, and treasure. THANK YOU, THANK YOU,
THANK YOU … we are humbled by all your efforts.
Gratefully yours,
Debby & Aaron
I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my
prayers.
~ Ephesians 1:16
May the Lord reward you for your kindness.
~ Ruth 1:8

Contributing Your Time, Talents & Treasure

FUEL is dependent on the goodwill and support of so many in the
Redeemer parish. Please consider volunteering in some capacity!
Sorting, Packing, & Driving for FUEL -- Sign Up HERE to help
out. (Please note this is Sign Up, not Sign Up Genius.) All work is
done wearing masks and maintaining social distancing.
Shopping and donating food and/or gift cards to FUEL -- Click
HERE for the listing of items FUEL packs for families in Newton,
Epiphany & SSYP

Epiphany & SSYP.
FUEL is a mission initiative founded, funded, and executed solely by
Church of the Redeemer. If you are interested in helping out or want
to learn more, please contact our fearless leader Velura Perry.

ALL HELP IS WELCOME!!

Common Cathedral serves as an important community for people
experiencing homelessness, and for faith communities who want to
be in supportive relationship with un-housed individuals and their
friends.
Common Cathedral is an outdoor church and street ministry with
chronically homeless Bostonians at its center. Outdoor worship is
the heart of common cathedral.
In Need of Clothing Donations
Now that winter is here, Common Cathedral is in desperate need of
blankets, sleeping bags, hats, gloves, pants, sweatshirts,
sweaters,and warm jackets to provide to the homeless. If you plan
to donate email Common Cathedral Administrator or call the office
at (617)247-4927.
And on other days, please help make sandwiches for common
cathedral!
Grab and Go sandwich making: Families, singles and couples are
invited to make 20-40 individually wrapped sandwiches, pack juice
boxes and fresh fruit for common cathedral. Redeemer parishioners
can make them in the safety of their home and reach out to
Deborah Tamulis or Amy Weed to coordinate safe delivery to
Common Cathedral. Here is the Sign Up Genius Link to choose your
day! Please email the office to set up a pick up time for your
delivery. Thank you!

Volunteers are needed to help with St. Stephen's Winter
Wonderland and to bake cookies (Sign up below)
The St Stephen's Youth Program Winter Celebration will be
happening on Thursday December 17th and we need your
participation. Here are some ways you can help:
Assemble Winter Wonderland Boxes on December 11th, 12th or
13th at the Church of Redeemer Undercroft. We will be
delivering 110 boxes to the SSYP families. There are slots for
Middle Schoolers and High School/College students as well.
Please sign up using the Winter Wonderland Sign Up below:

Sign up for St. Stephen's Winter Wonderland

Homemade cookies (no nuts) have always been adored by the
children and families. If you would like to make some, please leave
them in the Church of Redeemer kitchen by 10am on Wednesday
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December 16th and if possible wrap them in individual bags for the
families. Please sign up using Bake Cookies Sign Up Link below.

Sign Up to Bake Cookies
Drop-in Zoom Joint Prayer Tuesdays and Thursdays
Please join us as we pray for St. Stephen’s Youth Programs! Drop in
any Tuesday or Thursday for ten minutes at noon to pray together
with parishioners from St. Stephen’s and Redeemer. Contact Leslie
Williams with questions, or for the zoom link! Leswill@gmail.com or
617-312-6299.

Please help the Epiphany students and their families have a
Merry Christmas by donating the following items:
Toys for the middle school students and the Early Learning
Center
Gift cards to the Apple Store, GameStop or PlayStation for the
young teenagers
Hats/gloves for all ages
Grocery store gift cards for the families
The gifts can be dropped off at the Redeemer through
December 20th. Please indicate that the gift is for Epiphany.

Please help the children of Pilgrim Africa celebrate the
season by buying items through the gift catalog below:
Few people on your Christmas list would be excited to receive a
mosquito net, or batteries for a no-touch thermometer. But these
are precious, lifesaving gifts in rural Uganda. And they cost so little!
For over two decades Pilgrim Africa has been delivering the gifts
your support makes possible to some of the poorest families in the
world. Gifts of Life, and of Hope.
Please give Hope this Christmas to a child whose hands are empty.
You will find dozens of gifts in our new Christmas Gift Catalog.
We will be sure you receive a report back on how your gift was used
with a photograph from one of our African team members.
Please do it now. You’ll be wearing a smile for the rest of the day.
Thank you!
Click here for the gift catalog

Mission Partner Updates

Dear Friends,
We are proud to share "Impact," Epiphany School's 2020 Annual
Report. Click here to read it. Your friendship, loyalty and dedication
is greatly appreciated. Thank YOU for having such a HUGE impact in
our community.

Your Grateful Head of School,

The Rev. John H. Finley IV
P.S. Please DON'T MISS this video to see the impact of your
donations!

Two Takes on the BEST Training
December 4, 2020
By Latasha Scott, YLC Program Coordinator
As I'm spearheading my professional career at St. Stephen's Youth
Programs (SSYP) there are many opportunities to impact my
progress as a professional. One of those is the training that St.
Stephens encourages staff as youth workers to take advantage of
and that's the BEST training. This training is all about Youth work
and how to better serve the youth you work with. I learned great
things like Youth development, development outcomes, and
indicators.
You can read more at SSYP's BLOG.
Learn more about SSYP HERE, or speak to Lucia Dolan or Maisie
Pollard co-leaders of the SMC Youth & Education advisory
committee.

From parishioner Velura Perry, FUEL's founder and chief
organizer
FUEL is filling almost 180 bags each week now. The increased need
is in the Newton Public Schools. Peanut butter continues to be hard
to buy - limit 2 in many places. We would like to give everyone
a box of instant mashed potatoes and a packet of gravy mix
for our last delivery in December. We have about 100 on hand
so will need another 130 or so. If you have the time please drop off
gravy and mashed potatoes at the church.
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FUEL is a mission initiative founded, funded, and executed solely by
Church of the Redeemer. If you are interested in helping out or want
to learn more, please contact our fearless leader Velura Perry.

In this time of uncertainty, there's a fundamental truth that gives us
hope:
Together we can do extraordinary things!
Please take just a minute to hear from our community why common
cathedral matters:
Why Common Cathedral Matters

In September the Ugandan government mandated that all schools
open for in-class learning for the candidate students who are taking
national exams in January. This meant that Beacon of Hope had to
invite back 210 of its 690 students who had not been in school for
seven months. Many of these 210 families, who would normally pay
tuitions to supplement those students on scholarship, have been out
of work since the COVID-19 shutdown and are unable to pay
tuitions. To make up for more than half a year of lost class time,
students who have returned have been working hard to prepare for

students who have returned have been working hard to prepare for
the upcoming exams.
With funds raised earlier in the year, including those provided by the
Redeemer, Beacon of Hope has been able to pay a core of its 28
faculty. In addition, since June, with a special grant that paid for
tablets and internet access, Beacon of Hope has been providing
remote learning to the 80 students studying to take the A Level
exams in January. These A-Level exams determine who can be one
of the very few to attend University. The 400 or so of Beacon Of
Hope students who have not had access to even remote learning will
have to repeat school next year.
Uganda, while limiting the number of deaths from Covid-19, faces
increasing cases of the long time threats of Malaria and Ebola. In
addition, food shortages, famine and economic devastation are
impacting all of Uganda. It is unlikely that Uganda will be able to
provide one of the current vaccines to the majority of its population
until much later in 2021, with the level of international aid ultimately
determining how many receive a vaccine at all.
Please add Beacon of Hope and all the members of the Pilgrim
community to your prayers!
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