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Joining in God's Work
SMC is honored to participate in the transformational work of our
mission partners. Each of our mission partners are deeply embedded
in the communities they serve, working diligently to meet the
communities’ needs, while honoring the dignity and value of each
person. Our partners are leaders in their areas of expertise, and the
ripple effects of their efforts are tremendous, changing the
trajectory of lives.
The fact that we are invited to join in this transformational work is a
gift. Many parishioners volunteer their time and labor with at least
one of our partners. It enables us to witness God’s love at work in
the world, which broadens our own perspectives and expands our
hearts. In addition, last spring SMC provided $83,000 in strategic
grants to enable:
SSYP to expand social and emotional support services for
students, teens and parents.
Epiphany to support the growth of its Early Leaning Center
(ELC).
Common Cathedral to support the expansion of its
administrative support &/or staffing.
Pilgrim Africa to expand and improve its academic offerings by
hiring two A-level faculty members and providing IT
improvements.
FUEL to meet the rising demand from food insecure

communities.
This was in addition to the $47,000 previously provided to our
partners to respond to needs arising from the coronavirus pandemic.
This fall SMC has begun thinking about how we can expand our
range of ministries, provide more opportunities for youth and
families, and expand engagement throughout our parish. The
pandemic is testing our creativity and persistence, and it is drawing
us closer together in the process.
Stepping into the breach, into the gaps between God’s kingdom and
our earthly reality, is what we as Christians are called to do. We are
so grateful for our mission partners and their leaders who show us
how to do this, and who invite us into deeper relationship.
Finally, we celebrate Epiphany Founder and Head of School, Rev.
John H. Finley, IV, who will be honored by the National Assoc. of
Episcopal Schools (NAES) with its highest honor, the John D.
Verdery Award for “outstanding service to Episcopal Schools” in
November. John, who grew up in our parish, is an inspiration to us
all.
Debby & Aaron

Learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan,
plead for the widow. — Isaiah 1:17 (NRSVA)

Contributing Your Time, Talents & Treasure

FUEL is dependent on the goodwill and support of so many in the
Redeemer parish. Please consider volunteering in some capacity!
Sorting, Packing, & Driving for FUEL -- Sign Up HERE to help out.
(Please note this is Sign Up, not Sign Up Genius.) All work is done
wearing masks and maintaining social distancing.
Shopping and donating food and/or gift cards to FUEL -- Click
HERE for the listing of items FUEL packs for families in Newton,
Epiphany & SSYP.
FUEL is a mission initiative founded, funded, and executed solely by
Church of the Redeemer. If you are interested in helping out or want
to learn more, please contact our fearless leader Velura Perry.

ALL HELP IS WELCOME!!

Common Cathedral serves as an important community for people
experiencing homelessness, and for faith communities who want to
be in supportive relationship with un-housed individuals and their
friends.
Common Cathedral is an outdoor church and street ministry with
chronically homeless Bostonians at its center. Outdoor worship is
the heart of common cathedral.
The Redeemer community can help provide nourishment by helping
make sandwiches, snacks, fresh fruit and beverages, when called
upon to do so by Amanda Grant. In the winter, ways to keep warm
can be a struggle, so delivering coffee; coffee cups and pots of soup
to serve are helpful as well.
Now that winter is quickly approaching, it is important for us to think
b t
bli
d
ti
f bl k t
l
i
b
h t
l

about assembling donations of blankets, sleeping bags, hats, gloves
and warm jackets to provide to the homeless. If you are interested
in helping to organize this drive please contact Deborah Tamulis.
And on other days, please help make sandwiches for common
cathedral!
Grab and Go sandwich making: Families, singles and couples are
invited to make 20-40 individually wrapped sandwiches, pack juice
boxes and fresh fruit for common cathedral. Redeemer parishioners
can make them in the safety of their home and reach out to
Deborah Tamulis or Amy Weed to coordinate safe delivery to
Common Cathedral. Here is the Sign Up Genius Link to choose your
day! Please email the office to set up a pick up time for your
delivery. Thank you!
In need of cotton socks and underwear
Common cathedral is currently in need of multi-packs of cotton
socks and cotton underwear briefs for both Men and Women S, M, L
& XL.
These items can be ordered online and shipped to the Redeemer,
379 Hammond St. Chestnut Hill, MA 02467. We have also put a
donation bin at the exterior office door for those that wish to pick
them up at a store and drop them off at the church.

DROP-IN ZOOM JOINT PRAYER TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS
Please join us as we pray for St. Stephen’s Youth Programs! Drop in
any Tuesday or Thursday for ten minutes at noon to pray together
with parishioners from St. Stephen’s and Redeemer. Contact Leslie

Williams with questions, or for the zoom link! Leswill@gmail.com or
617-312-6299.
KEEP A LOOKOUT IN NOVEMBER & DECEMBER -- CREATE &
SPREAD JOY TO THE STUDENTS & FAMILIES AT ST. STEPHENS
Each year the Redeemer Community has helped plan a Christmas
celebration at St. Stephen's. The celebration will continue this year,
no in-person celebration.. . but joy re-imagined in the time of
COVID. We anticipate needing help possibly in these ways:
wrapping books
baking cookies
assembling packages (with books)
delivering items to St. Stephens
Please reach out to Lucia Dolan dolanlucia@gmail.com, Deb
Tamulis debtamulis@yahoo.com, Maisie Pollard
maisiepollard@gmail.com or Amy Luster aluster1996@gmail.com if
you are interested in helping. We will send an update when we
learn more from St. Stephen's community on some ideas to help
create joy during the Christmas season for their students and
families.

Mission Partner Updates

Despite the unprecedented challenges of the pandemic, Epiphany
continues to adapt. Our students are back in the groove of the
school routine. We made several changes to ensure the health and
safety of our school community. In the Middle School, this includes a
staggered schedule so each grade arrives separately, a shortened
school day from 11 hours to 8 hours, meals prepared on-site but
packaged and eaten in classrooms, and therapy provided virtually.
We have updated our technology, including new web cameras and
smart boards in each classroom so classes can be live streamed and

smart boards in each classroom so classes can be live streamed and
be effectively interactive for students quarantining at home. We also
have added contactless faucets and toilets, hand-washing stations
outside every classroom, an upgraded HVAC system with UV &
Merv-11 filters, air purifiers throughout the school, and plenty of
PPE. Working together, we are providing the nurturing, holistic,
responsive environment that cannot be achieved online. Students,
faculty and staff are happy to be together again. (N.B. Just before
this edition of Always Learning went to press, a spike in positive
COVID testing in the neighborhood has led us to return to remote
learning for two weeks, but we expect to be back in the building
soon.)
You can learn more about this and many other highlights from
the October Newsletter or visit Facebook or Instagram pages.
Learn more about Epiphany HERE, or speak to Lucia Dolan or Maisie
Pollard, co-leaders of the SMC Youth & Education advisory
committee.

COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAMS TO SUPPORT ALL FAMILIES
DURING COVID
Based on expert advice and public health recommendations, SSYP is
running hybrid programming in the 2020-2021 school year. Using
this model, we are committed to offering the highest quality of
programming possible and continuing to build and strengthen
relationships with our young people, and their families and
community. Here’s how:
FOR B-READY LEARN & YLC YOUTH
Regular calls from program staff, TikTok and Instagram updates and
activities, resources for home learning and enrichment
FOR TEENS
Virtual Career panels, Academic support and SAT Prep, virtual group
bonding and fitness, individual Mentoring, professional development
PARENT ENGAGEMENT
Virtual Zumba, English language classes, educational workshops,
parents in our community on a zoom calls with our parent organizing
team
SOCIAL EMOTIONAL SUPPORT
Director of Social and Emotional Support Dani Fearon and her team
have been working with staff, students and families to provide daily
check ins, guidance and referrals. She shared the following:
“As I connect with SSYP community members, I am finding that, in
addition to experiencing stress and anxiety, about the pandemic,
many are dealing with death and tragedy in their families, not
necessarily related to the virus. Many express high levels of stress
and remark on the amount of energy it takes to stay balanced and
calm. Many report feeling tired, but also not feeling fulfilled or
engaged enough in the day to day, enjoying freedom but feeling
lost, doing creative things but, not feeling inspired or energetic. For
parents, navigating 'homeschooling' of younger family members and

how to get the tools you need quickly is a constant challenge.
Several indicated an increase in substance use to stay calm and
combat feelings of boredom. Many of our staff struggle also with
“am I doing” enough? As we all settle into our new patterns, SSYP’s
SES team will continue to work with and support our community,
staying positive and grateful for the opportunities, though not
perfect, to connect, and looking forward to a time when we can be
together again.”
You can read more inspiring stories on SSYP's BLOG.
Learn more about SSYP HERE, or speak to Lucia Dolan or Maisie
Pollard co-leaders of the SMC Youth & Education advisory
committee.

From parishioner Velura Perry, FUEL's founder and chief organizer
This week (October 25) we will again fill 157 bags with groceries for
needy children. The bags go to 10 Newton schools, Epiphany and
St. Stephen’s. Donations, known and unknown, come in the form of
food, money and/or time. There are volunteers who pick up bags of
food and deliver; sorters and packers; specialists who re-package
fruit, rice, spaghetti, crackers, cereal. The little blue pickup and its
driver go early in the morning every other week to pick up fresh
chicken, milk, and/or eggs for Epiphany and St. Stephen’s.
Fellowship continues to be an important part of this effort as much
as the knowledge we are helping the underserved.
Our partnerships continue to grow. St. Andrew’s Wellesley provides
20-25 bags of food each week. All Saint’s Brookline continues to
drop off donations weekly. The Underwood School has been
collecting food for FUEL since the end of the summer. The PTO at
Peirce School will have a drive for soup and mac ‘n cheese the

second week of November. FUEL now has a non-parishioner driver,
furloughed from his job, who volunteers to deliver to three Newton
schools each week.
Please check SignUp for opportunities to sort, pack and/or deliver.
This link is also in the Tuesday email.
FUEL is a mission initiative founded, funded, and executed solely by
Church of the Redeemer. If you are interested in helping out or want
to learn more, please contact our fearless leader Velura Perry.

WE ARE THRILLED TO ANNOUNCE THE ARRIVAL OF TWO NEW
ADDITIONS TO OUR PASTORAL CARE TEAM!
Chaplain Morgan A. McNeill is a Boston native who proudly grew
up in Dorchester. It was there that she first answered the call to
ministry and service by enlisting in the United States Army as a
Religious Affairs Specialist/Chaplain Assistant.
She received her training at the United States Army Chaplain Center
and School at Fort Jackson SC.
Upon completion of her training, she returned to Boston to serve
with the 164th Transportation Battalion's Unit Ministry Team in the
Massachusetts Army National Guard.
Morgan joins common cathedral after serving in ministry and
student-centered work at Harvard University's Memorial Church. She
is interested in Christian theology, world religions, holistic wellness,
race and gender inclusivity, and storytelling.
Morgan is working towards her undergraduate degree at Harvard
Extension School.
She writes: "It is an honor and great joy to join the common
cathedral team as Chaplain. I'm most looking forward to learning
about and growing with our beautiful community and discerning the
I
b t
h
t
th
k
th

way I can best serve each person to ensure they know they are
seen and their spirit is cared for."
Chaplain Morgan will be with us full-time, providing leadership in all
of our programs.
Pastor Lisa Loughlin was a practicing Roman Catholic until her
early 20's when she was introduced to a Twelve Step Fellowship that
changed her life. Eventually Lisa was led back to a relationship with
Triune God and to First Congregational Church in Winchester MA
(FCCW).
Each week in church Lisa felt a nudge towards serving unhoused
persons. In 2017 she joined the Dwelling Place soup kitchen in her
hometown of Woburn MA. In 2018 she began working for The
Outdoor Church of Cambridge, with whom she had volunteered for
almost a decade.
While engaging in all these ministries as well as Christian Ed
offerings at FCCW, Lisa discerned a call to ordained ministry and in
2018 was awarded her Master's of Divinity from Andover Newton
Theological School. She is working towards ordination in the United
Church of Christ.
Lisa writes: "I look forward to joining the pastoral care team and
serving with the volunteers and congregants who are committed to
the sacred work of common cathedral."
Pastor Lisa will be with us 10 hours/week, serving at BostonWarm
and street ministry.

Attended by several parishioners, Pilgrim Africa’s virtual annual gala,
JASIRI (“Kiswahili for courageous, daring & bold of heart”), included
presentations and video updates on Pilgrims three main areas of
focus: high school education provided by Beacon of Hope School,
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malaria eradication and local health clinics. Attendees heard from
several board members, Treasurer, Robert Wanok, and CEO Dorothy
and Founder Calvin Echodu. Pilgrim supporters were introduced to
John Berman who has been hired as Pilgrim’s Executive Director.
John, formerly of World Vision, Population Services International,
and CARE USA has extensive experience in sub-Sahara Africa.
Dorothy, continues as CEO but will be spending more time in Uganda
as Calvin’s local responsibilities continue to expand.
We recommend watching JASIRI to witness Pilgrim’s life changing
work. In addition many will recognize Moses and several other
Redeemer friends made since the first mission trip in 2009. The
Redeemer’s support was acknowledged more than once.
Facebook: https://fb.watch/1n048YO0tV/
The global pandemic has had a profound impact on Pilgrim’s
operations and Uganda, a country of 48 million with a high birth
rate, poverty and a median age of 17. Limiting deaths to less than
100 has required very strict shut-ins and closures. All schools have
been on some form of remote learning, but with virtually no access
to the internet and most of the population lacking computers, this
has been impossible to achieve. Pilgrim’s Beacon of Hope though,
with a special one-time $23,000 grant and funds received from the
Redeemer’s SMC 2020 budget, expanded to respond to the Covid-19
needs, has kept a majority of its faculty employed and is providing
tablets and internet connections to 80 A-Level candidates who are
receiving remote instruction for their entrance exams for University.
Supported by several foundations, including the Gates Foundation,
Pilgrim continues to press forward with its efforts to determine the
most effective malaria eradication protocols. Malaria remains
Uganda’s most significant health care challenge, impacting most the
poorest members of the country.
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