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Gratefully Looking Back
This summer was unlike any other, nevertheless, our mission
partners continued with their essential work supporting our
neighbors with grace and determination. See below for updates.
During the summer the SMC also made a $2,000 grant to Emmanuel
Church to support its increased cleaning costs related to remaining
open for common cathedral's unhoused community. We remain in
awe and deeply grateful for the abiding charity of the Redeemer
community which makes this possible, and the many other ways in
which you have generously participated in this important work!
In addition to the pandemic, our summer was shaken by the
evidence of racial injustice in the senseless killings of black men and
women. Each of our mission partners issued a statement in June
about this injustice which you read HERE. We collectively learned
that injustice which threatens one of us, threatens all of us. Like the
pandemic, we will only successfully confront this issue by prioritizing
our neighbors. Together -- by listening, reflecting, and seeking God's
mercy in prayer -- may we seek healing and restoration.
We request your prayers for our continued work. Together.
Debby & Aaron
He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord
require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk
humbly with your God?

-- Micah 6:8

Contributing Your Time, Talents & Treasure

As the summer comes to an end, FUEL is gearing up for a fall unlike
others with so much still unknown. Many people have been able to
help with the gathering, packing and delivering of food this summer.
As the fall approaches, however, some may not be able to continue
and others of you may be able to sign up again!
Sorting, Packing, & Driving for FUEL -- Sign Up HERE to help
out. (Please note this is Sign Up, not Sign Up Genius.) All work is
done wearing masks and maintaining social distancing.
Shopping and donating food and/or gift cards to FUEL -- Click
HERE for the listing of items FUEL packs for families in Newton,
Epiphany & SSYP.
FUEL is a mission initiative founded, funded, and executed solely by
Church of the Redeemer. If you are interested in helping out or want
to learn more, please contact our fearless leader Velura Perry.

ALL HELP IS WELCOME!!

Please help make sandwiches for commoncathedral!

Please help make sandwiches for commoncathedral!
Grab and Go sandwich making: Families, singles and couples are
invited to make 20-40 individually wrapped sandwiches, pack juice
boxes and fresh fruit for commoncathedral. Redeemer parishioners
can make them in the safety of their home and reach out to
Deborah Tamulis or Amy Weed to coordinate safe delivery to
Common Cathedral. Here is the Sign Up Genius Link to choose your
day! Please email the office to set up a pick up time for your
delivery. Thank you!

In need of cotton socks and underwear
Commoncathedral is currently in need of multi-packs of cotton socks
and cotton underwear briefs for both Men and Women S, M, L & XL.
These items can be ordered online and shipped to the Redeemer,
379 Hammond St. Chestnut Hill, MA 02467. We have also put a
donation bin at the exterior office door for those that wish to pick
them up at a store and drop them off at the church.

Mission Partner Updates

Despite the unprecedented challenges of the pandemic, Epiphany
continued to adapt during the summer months and its community
remains resilient. Despite all the challenges with online learning,
both the teachers and students kept up with the demanding
curriculum. You can learn more from the May Newsletter -- Always
Learning.
In July Epiphany hosted an amazing graduation for its matriculating
8th graders. Each graduate delivered a short speech about their
time at Epiphany and received a prayer asking for God's blessing on

them. You can read the graduates' speeches on Epiphany's Facebook
or Instagram pages.
Throughout the summer Epiphany also continued to distribute
thousands of pounds of food, including contributions from FUEL and
Mike's chicken deliveries, and welcomed its youngest back to the
Early Learning Center (see photo below).
As the Rev. John H. Finley IV wrote, "More than ever, we know that
this community is strong because of all the people in it. No matter
how challenging the task, we roll up our sleeves and work together
to get the job done whether that's remote learning or distributing
thousands of pounds of food. We are leaning now on the close
relationships built over years, and those connections are proving to
be resilient. Every one of you is part of this community, and
your contribution makes a real and lasting impact."
Learn more about Epiphany HERE, or speak to Lucia Dolan or Maisie
Pollard, co-leaders of the SMC Youth & Education advisory
committee.

BE BOLD. BE KIND. BE YOU
On August 6th B-SAFE 2020 wrapped up its most innovative and
important summer program for youths, teens, and families. Despite
the pandemic, economic crisis, and racial reckoning, and with the
help of longstanding partnerships, B-SAFE hosted 50
elementary & 40 middle school students, and 160 teens in memorable in
person and online experiences. Watch this VIDEO by the YLC (Middle School)
morning group! B-SAFE also employed 60 young adults, and learned so much
about how to safely run programming during COVID that it will apply to the BREADY programs in the fall.
At the same time, SSYP continued its B-LOVE program helping over
1,000 families with paper supplies, books, groceries, and over
$60,000 in financial support.
Redeemer supplied lunches for the B-SAFE training need to launch
the summer program, as well as providing many FUEL bags for the
B-LOVE program, and joining SSYP's leadership in weekly prayer.
You can read more B-SAFE stories on SSYP's BLOG, and "together
let's live out this summer's B-SAFE theme: Be Bold, Be Kind, Be
You!
Learn more about SSYP HERE, or speak to Lucia Dolan or Maisie
Pollard co-leaders of the SMC Youth & Education advisory
committee.

Under the extraordinary leadership of parishioner Velura Perry, FUEL
continued to exceed expectations throughout the summer supplying
food to families in Newton, as well as to families at Epiphany and
SSYP. Rev. Mike supplemented that with weekly deliveries of fresh

SSYP. Rev. Mike supplemented that with weekly deliveries of fresh
chicken and dairy goods. Thanks to the very generous and ongoing
donations of food (and money), FUEL spent less money while
supplying 100 - 160 bags of food essentials every week. In July
Velura wrote:
"Some days our packers look at the shelves and wonder what we will
do: plenty of some items and virtually nothing of others. Your
response to the request for peanut butter last week was awesome!
Wegmans was still Limit 1 but Star had unlimited on sale and
someone sent us four cases! We do have helpers. Each week St.
Andrew’s Wellesley gathers 20-25 bags for us; parishioners from All
Saints Brookline regularly drop off; the community at Underwood
Elementary school also is now collecting and dropping off. We are
now buying bulk quantities of cereal and rice and re-packaging them
into smaller quantities.
In August Velura shared the following lovely notes of appreciation:
“Velura, thank you for your seemingly ceaseless service to our
families in need. This has been such a gift to our families. Thank
you from the bottom of our hearts to you and your fabulous CREW!”
- Carrie at the Underwood School in Newton
“Thanks again -- and again! --for ALL the ways that you supported
B-SAFE this summer! In particular, your work to provide lunches for
our in-person staff days and your efforts every single week to source
and assemble and deliver 50+ grocery bags for families with so
many goodies inside and bring truckloads of chicken for extra protein
and provide SO MANY Visa gift cards showed care and love for the
young people of the South End in ways that were generous,
delicious, and full of abundance. As the health and economic
pandemics show no signs of abating, we will continue our efforts to
support families and promote equity come September. We hope to
find new and important ways to grow our partnership and work
together. THANK YOU! Liz and everyone at St. Stephen's Youth
Programs and B-SAFE.” - Liz Steinhauser
FUEL is a mission initiative founded, funded, and executed solely by
Church of the Redeemer. If you are interested in helping out or want
to learn more, please contact our fearless leader Velura Perry.

Over the summer, as Massachusetts began reopening, common
cathedral also continued to adapt and transition to more typical
summertime behavior. Attendance on Sundays for lunch and outdoor
worship was strong and growing. On Sunday, July 5th the Redeemer
dropped off a "grab & go" lunch with 200 sandwiches, fruit, drinks,
etc., and multiple parishioners continued to provide sandwiches,
granola bars and fruit for weekday visits.
At its day center -- offered two days a week in July and August -most folks stop by for food, bathroom, check-ins with staff and then
move on to the rest of their day. Now that needs were moving
beyond basics, common cathedral resumed morning prayer services
and art-making (safely distanced and sanitized). The gratitude
board, displayed at the BostonWarm/common art day center,
reflects another way the community stays connected and celebrates
-- even in these challenging times -- reasons to be grateful.
"Thank you all so very much! We are so very grateful for your
generosity -- and for all the love you share each and every day!"
- Amanda Grant-Rose, Executive Director

Uganda has so far controlled Covid-19 very well (2,263 cases and 20
deaths) but community transmission is now picking up, and Pilgrim
would love your continued prayer for Uganda in the midst of this
pandemic. The country has extremely limited hospital resources, and
existing ICU capacity is already reached.
As students will not be allowed to resume their education in school
building this years, Beacon of Hope received a grant which enabled
them to purchase tablets and provide internet access for all 80 Alevel students and instructors for the remaining months of the school
year. This will enable students to access online educational materials
like their more advantaged peers in urban centers, and to study for
the national exams. The tablets will be redistributed for use by next
year's incoming Senior 6 class, with the hope that eventually all
students will receive tablets. Pilgrim would love your prayers that
they will be able to train all their existing faculty, many of whom do
not even have smartphones, to use the online platforms and make
the adjustment to online teaching.
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